
A/ This is the Son of God  - John chapters 1-3 

 John 1v1-18 – Introduction 
o This is often read at Christmas as an introduction to the Son of God (“The Word”)  becoming 

flesh and entering this world. “The Word” is the Greek “logos” which can mean “word” or 
“reason”. It can be seen in two ways: firstly, in Genesis 1, God spoke to bring things into 
existence and John – thus things were made through him from a Jewish understanding; 
secondly, in Greek thought, logic and reason were paramount and lay behind the origins of 
the universe – thus things were made through Jesus from a Greek understanding. This is 
possibly a clever use of “logos” which spoke to both worldviews. 

o V1-4 What bold statements does this make about “The Word”? 
o V12-13 What was the opportunity he was giving to people? 
o V14-18 What happened to the Word? What has this meant that we can see? 

 
 John 1v19-34 – The Testimony of John the Baptist 

o V19-23 Who does John the Baptist say he himself is? (The “Christ” was the person that the 
Jewish people were expecting to come based on the Old Testament prophecies: he was to 
rescue them and usher in a new golden age.) 

o V24-28 What does John the Baptist  say about his standing before Jesus? 
o V29 How does John the Baptist describe Jesus ? What does he mean by this? (see Exodus 

12v1-13) 
o V30-31 What does John the Baptist consider is the purpose of his baptising mission? 
o V32-34 What does John the Baptist consider that Jesus will do? Who does he say Jesus is? 

 
 John 1v35-51 – The Testimony of the First Disciples 

o V35-42 – Although not named, it is generally considered it was the writer John who 
accompanied Andrew. After spending a day with Jesus, who does Andrew consider Jesus to 
be? 

o V43-51 – Whereas John and Andrew sought to follow Jesus, Philip is called by Jesus. Each of 
us has a different life story! Remind yourself of highlights in your spiritual journey. 

o What does Philip tell Nathanael about Jesus? What is Nathanael amazed about when he 
meets Jesus? Who does Nathanael declare Jesus to be? 

o V51 – To understand this verse, it is helpful to read Genesis 28v10-22 where Jacob (later 
renamed Israel as the father of the “children of Israel”) had a dream about angels ascending 
and descending.  On this basis, it may be identifying Jesus as the true Israelite (see 1v47). In 
any event, the angels are representing the presence of God. 
 

 John 2v1-11 – Sign 1 – The glory of the Creator at the Cana wedding 
o Many will find this a familiar account. 
o Jesus often says words to the effect of, “My time has not yet come” in this gospel: it is a 

looking forward to his full purpose being fulfilled in the cross and resurrection.  
o It is interesting how, if this is Jesus’ first miracle, Mary has such faith to be persistent against 

what would seem a negative answer (v4-5). How persistent are we with God? 
o v11 What does John see as the purpose of this miracle? 

  



 
 John 2v12-22 – The ultimate sign foretold after he cleans the temple 

o V12-17 Why does Jesus drive out the traders? What do we find about Jesus’ relationship to 
God in this section? 

o V18-21 Naturally the leaders question Jesus’ authority to do what he was doing. The 
expectation of a sign is a repeated theme in this gospel. The irony is that they were missing 
the signs that were there. Do you find that people want some kind of “sign” to show that 
Jesus is real, but refuse to accept what evidence there is? 

o V22  How long did the disciples take to understand what Jesus was saying? Very often it is 
only when we hit particular situations that the truths we have learnt from Jesus “academicly” 
really sink home. 

o V23-24 It is clear from this that many more miracles were being done by Jesus than are 
recorded (see also 20v30). But Jesus is not too bothered about what the people think. Where 
did Jesus’ self-identity lie? Where do I get my self-identity? 
 

 John 2v23-25 – The Testimony of the People 
o  It is clear from this that many more miracles were being done by Jesus than are recorded 

(see also 20v30). Why did people believe? 
o But Jesus is not too bothered about what the people think. Where do you think Jesus’ self-

identity lie? Where do I get my self-identity ? How concerned am I about what people think 
about me? 
 

 John 3v1-21 – The Testimony of Nicodemus and Jesus himself 
o V1-2 What does Nicodemus see as special about Jesus? Why do you think he might have 

come to Jesus at night? 
o V3-9 Jesus talks about being “born again” as a requirement to “enter the kingdom of God”. 

What does it mean to be born again? (see also 1v12-13) Have you been born again? 
o V10-15  In Numbers 21v4-9, the Israelites are healed when they look to the bronze snake on a 

pole. What similarities do you see between the episode in Numbers and what will ultimately 
happen to Jesus? How are people to receive life? 

o V16-21 It is not clear whether these are the words of Jesus, or merely John’s commentary. 
How can people receive life? Why are people condemned? Have you believed? 
 

 John 3v22-36 – More Testimony from John the Baptist 
o What can you see of John the Baptist’s humility in this passage? Why were his followers 

getting concerned? Do we get concerned when others seem to succeed or receive blessing 
and we do not? 

o What does John the Baptist say about where Jesus has come from? What does this mean that 
Jesus can tell us and give us? 

  


