
 

D/ I am the Light of the World 

 John 8v1-11 – No condemnation for woman caught in adultery 
o We are not sure that this passage is in the original of John’s gospel as the very earliest 

manuscripts do not have it. This means that we would not want to draw any conclusions from 
this passage that are not stated elsewhere in Scripture. For me, it’s message is compatible 
with everything else, so let’s continue ... 

o What do you think Jesus would have been doing on the Mount of Olives while everyone else 
was in the comfort of their homes? (7v53/8v1) 

o The Jewish leaders were twisting the Law – the situation for stoning was if “betrothed as a 
virgin” and both parties were to be stoned (Deuteronomy 22v22-24, Leviticus 20v10). It can 
be tempting to use or leave out Scripture for our own ends! 

o The trap the Jewish leaders were setting was that if the Jewish Law demanded death, the 
Roman Law prohibited them from carrying it out (note also Jesus’ crucifixion which required 
Roman authority) so he would either be speaking against the Jewish leaders or against the 
Roman authorities. 

o Who is able to bring judgement according to Jesus? Who does this mean in practice? 
o In the context of what is about to follow in the next readings, Jesus brings light to the woman 

in not condemning her. In what areas do you know guilt, and need the release of Jesus? 
o Following the declaration of freedom, Jesus calls the woman to live in the light with the 

words, “leave your life of sin”. What do you need to leave behind today? 
 

 John 8v12-36 – “I am the Light of the World” 
o Jesus declares he is the “Light of the World” – what does he declare this means for people? 

(v12) 
o Why does Jesus declare his testimony about himself is valid? (v14-18 – 2 reasons) 
o Notice the element of mystery again about where Jesus is from and going to.  
o Notice the contrast between 8v21 “you will die in your sin” and 8v11. 
o What event do you think Jesus’ is referring to in v28 “When you have lifted up the Son of 

Man”? 
o Living under the Light of the World is to have freedom! (v31-36) What are we set free from? 

How are we set free?  
 

 John 8v37-47 – Living according to your father 
o The hypocrisy of the Jews is here dealt with. They consider themselves to be the children of 

Abraham, but do not do what he would have done. When challenged, they say they are the 
children of God, but again Jesus points out that they do not live like they are. In fact, Jesus 
turns strong and states they are “children of the devil” – that would have been a hard hit for a 
Jew! 

o In contrast to 8v4 and 8v21, what does Jesus say about himself  in 8v46? 
o 8v41 & 47 – What is the evidence that I belong to God rather than the devil?  

  



 
 John 8v48-59 – “I AM” 

o The tables turn – Jesus has accused the Jews of being children of the devil: they now accuse 
Jesus of being demon-possessed and a Samaritan (the latter probably just being a way of 
saying he is not a thorough Jew). 

o What does Jesus say is the secret to life? V51 
o What does Jesus say is his motivation for his life? V49 
o Jesus makes the amazing statement in v58 “Before Abraham was born, I am”. This was a claim 

of both eternity and divinity. He was claiming his existence a couple of thousand years before 
his life on earth, but also “I am” was how God named himself to Moses in Exodus 3. If Jesus 
was not God, then this was the ultimate blasphemy. No wonder the Jews acted to stone him. 

o Given what Jesus has been saying about “light” and “belief” – How does Jesus being divine 
impact your daily life? 
 

 John 9v1-34 – Sign 6 – Jesus heals a man born blind on the Sabbath 
o This sign is a physical demonstration of Jesus claim to be the “light of the World” – as Jesus 

gives light to this man’s eyes, so he gives light to our spiritual eyes. 
o According to Jesus’ statements here, why might some be born with disabilities? Where do you 

consider you lack ability? What does this passage say about how your lack of ability might be 
used? (v1-5) 

o Notice the obedience of the blind man (v6-7). How do you respond when Jesus does strange 
or uncomfortable things in your life? 

o Notice how the sceptics do not believe the sign and are determined to prove it false in 
whatever way they can. Their investigation is biased. They are blind to the facts! 

o Notice too how fear limits expression (v20-23). This can be true in both society and church! 
Are we afraid to express what we really think or what God has done in our lives? What is 
causing our fear? What does that show about our priorities in life? Do we cause others to be 
afraid to speak out? 

o Belief is not a question of schooling or background (v30-34). The man who was blind now sees 
and declares Jesus is from God while the schooled leaders deny it.  
 

 John 9v35-41 – Spiritual sight and blindness 
o The man who was blind is gradually moving up in levels of faith in Jesus. Note the 

development v17, v33, v38. For a Jew to worship someone was to say they are God. Where 
am I at in my journey? What about those around you? 

o Jesus “The Light of the World” enables the spiritually blind to see. Sadly the Pharisees have no 
sight in this matter. Pray for those who do not yet believe around you that Jesus would open 
their spiritual eyes. 

  


