
H/ I am the Vine 

 John 15v1-17  “I am the True Vine” – “Remain in my love and bear fruit” 
o Israel is often referred to in the Old Testament as “God’s Vine” – he planted it, cared for it, 

took fruit from it (eg Psalm 80, Isaiah 5v1-7, Jeremiah 2v21). In each case, the vine has not 
produced the fruit it should have done (justice, righteousness, attitude to God)  and it is going 
to be trampled on or cut down or burned up as God is not going to care for it any more. This 
explains Jesus saying he is the TRUE vine: he is the one who is going to stay true and 
uncorrupted (see particularly Jeremiah 2v21). Note too that Psalm 80v17 seems to be 
prophetically looking towards Christ as the “son of man”. 

o There are two reasons why the Father makes cuts to the vine. What are they? What do you 
think it feels like to be “pruned”? 

o God is looking for fruit from each branch of the vine. This is obviously figurative: what do you 
think it looks like in practice for you to bear the fruit God expects? (see for example Galatians 
5v22-23) 

o What is the secret to fruitfulness in this imagery? What does that mean in practice for you 
and I? 

o The result of fruitfulness is answer to prayer (stated twice in this section). If fruit is our 
character (see above), then our character will determine what we ask (out of love for God and 
the people around us), and this will mean that we are asking the sort of things Jesus would 
ask (“in his name”). What answers to prayer have you seen? What aspects of character do 
you need God to change in you? 
 

 John 15v18-16v4 – You will testify with the Spirit and be persecuted 
o As a follower of Jesus, you are in a team with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. You work 

with them, and so people will also treat you in the same way they treat God. 
o What is the connection between how people treat Jesus and the Father? (v23-24) Why is it 

the same between us and Jesus (v18-21)? 
o The Spirit. What will the Spirit do? What must Jesus’ followers do? Note the two working 

together. The power of testimony is central to this gospel (see first couple of chapters). In 
Revelation 22v17 it also refers to the church and the Spirit speaking together. It is us and the 
Spirit working together which draws people to Jesus.  

o Suggestion: Pray each day for the Holy Spirit to fill you and guide you through the day so that 
you can be living in step with Him. Ask him to give you the same courage he has to speak out 
where he wants you to. 

o Testing. It might be tempting to think that God has let you down when people turn against 
you because of Jesus. Does Jesus’ foretelling of trouble give you confidence? 
 

 John 16v5-16 – I will send the Holy Spirit who will work through you 
o Jesus’ statements that he is going were very concerning to his disciples. Why is he going (v5-

7)? 
o The word to describe the Holy Spirit in Greek is “paraclete” and it is variously translated as 

“comforter”, “counsellor”, “helper”. Each of these gives a light on his role towards us. Think 
about these. 

o What will the Holy Spirit do in the world (v8-11)? What do each of things mean? Is this part of 
the “testifying” in 15v26? 



o Think about how Jesus has done and said what the Father was doing. What is the Holy Spirit 
going to do in believers (v12-15)? How vital is the Holy Spirit to a believer if he is going to 
follow Jesus? 
 

 John 16v17-33 – You will have a lasting joy and peace despite events 
o V17-19 – The disciples are reluctant to ask Jesus a question. Why do you think that is? How 

forward are you at asking questions? Notice how Jesus knows their questions anyway! 
o Again, Jesus speaks of his going and the disciples mourning, but he will return and they will be 

filled with joy. This is referring to his death and resurrection. What impact is this also going to 
have on their prayer life (v23-28)? 

o The disciples express their confidence in Jesus, but where does Jesus’ confidence lie (v32)? 
o V33 – Bad news does not need to trouble us if we understand the longterm picture. Jesus 

knew he was going to suffer and die, but  “I have overcome the world”. What worries and 
concerns you at present? Declare aloud that Jesus has overcome it! 
 

 John 17v1-5 – Jesus prays for his and his Father’s glory 
o To glorify someone is to bring them praise and honour. The Father seeks the Son’s glory and 

this is done in showing Jesus to be one with the Father and giving him all authority. The Son 
brings glory to the Father in doing his work and, in particular, in showing the Father’s love in 
dying for us. Jesus is looking forward to being sat in the heavens with the Father again. 

o How does Jesus define “eternal life”? The Greek for “eternal life” is literally “life of the new 
age”. Are these understandings different to the popular understanding? What does that 
mean for you? 
 

 John 17v6-26 – Jesus prays for his followers to be protected as one in him. 
o Jesus prayer is full of complete reliance on the Father in every respect. Are your prayers so 

full of dependence on him? 
o Jesus has two key requests. Firstly is that his followers would be protected. This is not 

protection from the sufferings of the world, but from the evil one. The evil one would seek to 
cause them to lose faith and to sin. Rather Jesus wants to see them kept safe as he has kept 
the disciples safe and to be “sanctified” (changed so that they live holy lives). Jesus is praying 
to the Father for you now. In what ways do you need this protection and holiness now? Why 
not join him in prayer for yourself and those around you in these respects? This is truly 
praying “in his name”! 

o The second is to pray for unity amongst believers and between believers and God.  
 How is your relationship with God? Can you help answer this prayer today?  
 Are their believers you have fallen out with? How can you help answer this prayer 

today? 
 Pray similar prayers to those of Jesus today and this coming week. 

o Note Jesus’ desire in v24 that we would be with him. Do you have that same desire to be with 
Jesus? 

  


